
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOE DIALOGUE | Weekly Message from Superintendent Ritz 
March 25, 2014 

 

I'm still waiting for spring weather to arrive...and I bet you are, too!  As you begin Spring breaks 
around the state, maybe some of you will get to travel someplace warmer.   

*Thank you all for your hard work regarding the ISTEP+ Applied Skills Assessment.  As we begin 
preparing for the May ISTEP+ online assessment, I had Michele Walker, IDOE Director of 
Student Assessment, prepare the attached memo regarding the importance of CoreLink Online 
Pilot as part of our transition towards our college and career ready assessments.  CoreLink 
Online Pilot will allow students and teachers to experience the type of rigor and knowledge 
application expected of students through technology-enhanced questions. I want our educators 
and students to be well prepared for our new college and career ready assessments in 2015-
16.  Please share the attached memo with your teachers. 

*Have you ever experienced at FIRST Robotics Competition?  For the second year, I attended 
the regional competition at Purdue University and stayed for the entire final round.  IDOE is proud 
to sponsor several teams through STEM funding.  I encourage high schools to investigate the 
possibilities of being involved in robotic competitions; the problem-solving learning is authentic 
and awesome!  Congratulations to the final three team alliances heading to the St. Louis national 
competition:  The Black Knights of Penn High School, the Patriots of Jay County High School, 
and Munster Horse Power of Munster High School!!!! (see photos below)  

Thank you for your hard work with students.  I continue to visit many schools each week 
throughout Indiana, and I am amazed at the wonderful learning opportunities for our 
students!  Keep in touch.  Feel free to leave comments at doecomm@doe.in.gov.   

Sincerely, 

Glenda Ritz, Superintendent of Public Instruction 

NOTE: * indicates data information requirements for ALL public schools, including charter 
schools. 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
(FIRST Robotics Competition at Purdue University) 

  

 

 
(FIRST Robotics Competition at Purdue University) 

   

 
 

 
 

 

Memorandum 
 

MEMORANDUM: Guidelines for State Payment of AP Exams: The Indiana Department of Education 

(IDOE) will cover in full the exam fees ($81.00 total - this excludes the $8 administration fee) for the 2014 

Math and Science Advanced Placement (AP) exams taken by 11
th

 and 12
th

 grade Indiana students enrolled 

 

 

http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe2b15797167077b761675&ls=fdb515717d600c7d7c1d717c6c&m=fef31073726d01&l=fe9817777566067d7c&s=fdfe15707c66077f73167875&jb=ffcf14&t=
http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe2b15797167077b761675&ls=fdb515717d600c7d7c1d717c6c&m=fef31073726d01&l=fe9817777566067d7c&s=fdfe15707c66077f73167875&jb=ffcf14&t=
mailto:doecomm@doe.in.gov


in the corresponding course offered by accredited and public and nonpublic schools.  Please note: 

nonpublic schools must be state-accredited. Please refer to the IDOE AP webpage 

(http://www.doe.in.gov/ap) for further information, or contact Dr. Leslie G. Fatum at 
317.232.6619 or via e-mail to lfatum@doe.in.gov. (see attachment) 

MEMORANDUM: Graduation Waivers:  Pursuant to IC 20-32-4-1, a student must meet the academic 

standards tested in the graduation examination in order to be eligible for graduation. While this requirement 

is primarily satisfied by passing the Algebra I and English 10 ECAs, IC 20-32-4-4 and IC 20-32-4-5 

provide students with the option to seek a waiver should the student meet the criteria for the waiver and not 

pass the ECAs. Please note that this option is one that a student may pursue, not an option that a school 

may choose to offer students. Therefore, a school may not deny a student the option to seek a waiver under 

IC 20-32-4-4 or IC 20-32-4-5. Please contact Amanda Culhan at aculhan@doe.in.gov if you have any 

questions. 

MEMORANDUM: The Indiana Teacher of the Year Program (INTOY) is excited to announce the 2015 

Teacher of the Year Application. Applications are due July 9, 2014. Please review the INTOY Application 

Packet (link) and the INTOY Program Information (link) documents for further information. The 

application will also be available on our Indiana Teacher of the Year website http://www.doe.in.gov/toy. 

If  you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Teacher of the Year Coordinator, Sarah Pies, at 

spies@doe.in.gov. We hope every district and charter school submits an application this year to celebrate 

great teaching in Indiana! (INTOY info) (INTOY application)  

MEMORANDUM: Butler University College of Education provides local access to International 

Baccalaureate training leading to an IB Certificate in Teaching and Learning (PYP or MYP) for Indiana 

educators. Aimed at practicing educators, Butler's sequence of four hybrid IB courses can be 

completed in one year. (see memo) Enroll as a non-degree seeking student, or apply credits 
toward a Master's in Effective Teaching and Leadership. Upon completion, you can apply to the 
International Baccalaureate Organization for the IB Certificate in Teaching and Learning (PYP or 
MYP) For more information, please visit http://www.butler.edu/coe/graduate/international-
baccalaureate/ 

MEMORANDUM: IDOE Summer School,  Tuesday, April 1, 2014 is the deadline for 

the following information: 

 submission of the summer school Estimated Instructional Costs (online only) 

 list of courses to be offered 

 submission of non-standard course waiver applications 

If your school or school district will request reimbursement of funds for summer school 

courses, please review the information on the IDOE  Summer School - 

http://www.doe.in.gov/grantsmgt/summer-school.  For additional information, please 

contact DeVonne Richburg at drichburg@doe.in.gov. 

  
  

 

Information From Other Agencies 
 

Jeff Stone, Internationally-acclaimed childrenÊ¼s novelist and Carmel, IN, resident is celebrating 
his Indiana-based Five Ancestors: Out of the Ashes  trilogy by offering flexible, affordable 
school visits to Indiana schools for the remainder of the school year. Single presentations are 
$300. Two presentations are $500. Presentations are typically large group sessions lasting 45 
minutes, but can be shortened or lengthened to meet class period or other needs, such as 
literacy night events. Jeff will also sign books. The honorarium includes travel and all other 
expenses.  Books can be ordered directly from Random HouseÊ¼s at a 40 percent discount, 
which would allow you to pass the savings on to your students and/or offset the cost of JeffÊ¼s 
honorarium. Visit www.readjeffstone.com   for TeacherÊ¼s Guides and more concerning JeffÊ¼s 
ALA/YALSA and IRA award-winning novels, with 700,000 copies sold in 14 languages. For more 
information contact John Bartenbach at thejeffstoneexperience@gmail.com a Allisonville 
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Elementary 4th grade teacher 

Indiana high school and college students are being encouraged to put their smartphones to good use by 

urging others to "Drive Now. TXT L8R". The Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles, Indiana Criminal Justice 

Institute, Indiana Department of Labor, Indiana Department of Transportation and Indiana State Police 

have partnered to award $5,000 scholarships to students who compose the most creative and viral social 

media posts on Twitter, Instagram and Vine. Register at txtl8r.in.gov. Contest runs from April 1st - April 

30th and contestants can enter anytime throughout the contest period. 

The East Central Educational Service Center, (ESEC) is pleased to announce a series of 
professional development for teachers in grades K-12 to help support student learning. To register 
for these workshops, go to  and click on "Workshops." Participants need to bring a laptop or an 
iPad/tablet to the sessions. MS Word Certifications Class 1 and Class 2,  For more information or if 
you would like to register  go to www.ecesc.k12.in.us . Contact Mary Barbour at 765-825-2532 or 
mbarbour@ecesc.k12.in.us  if you need additional information. (see schedule) 
 

  
  

 

Legislative Updates 
 

For updates throughout the fall semester, check out the IDOE Policy page 
on  Facebook and follow us on  Twitter. 
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